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SUBJECT: SOVIET REACTION TO THE PRESIDENT'S ERW DECISION 

1 . AT MAY 9 POLADS MEETING, ITALIAN REP REPORTED THAT ON 
APRIL 28 SOVIET MINISTER COUNSELOR URANOV MADE DEMARCHE 
TO MFA DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS, 

BOTTAI. STRESSING THAT HE WAS ACTING UNDER EXPLICIT 
INSTRUCTIONS, URANOV CALLED ATTENTION TO POINTS 
CONCERNING DISARMAMENT IN BREZHNEV'S KOMSOMOL SPEECH. 

IN PARTICULAR, HE STRESSED THAT THE TONE OF BREZHNEV'S 
REMARKS ON PRESIDENT CARTER'S DECISON TO SUSPEND THE 
PRODUCTION OF ERW WAS FAR DIFFERENT FROM THE PREVIOUS, 

HARD POSITIONS WHICH URANOV ATTRIBUTED TO THE "SOVIET 
PRESS". IN FACT, MOSCOW VIEWED PRESIDENT CARTER'S DE- 
CISION FROM A MORE CONSTRUCTIVE VIEWPOINT, AND CONSIDERED 
IT TO BE A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION TO THE PROCESS OF DETENTE 
AND TO DISARMAMENT, EVEN IF THE USSR CONTINUES TO FORMAL- 
LY PROPOSE A MUTUAL PLEDGE TO RENOUNCE PRODUCTION OF ERW. 
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2. URANOV ALSO POINTED OUT THAT ALL THE POINTS CONCERNING 
DISARMAMENT IN THE BREZHNEV SPEECH WERE OF UTMOST 
IMPORTANCE TO HIS GOVERNMENT, AND ASKED ITALY TO GIVE 
TO THEM "CAREFUL CONSIDERATION". HE ADDED THAT THE NEW 
WESTERN PROPOSALS AT THE MBFR TALKS IN VIENNA WERE 
CONSIDERED BY MOSCOW AS A "NOTICEABLE STEP FORWARD IN 
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THE RIGHT DIRECTION". 

3. IN PROVIDING ACCOUNT OF URANOV'S DEMARCHE, ITALIAN 
POLAD ASKED IF SOVIETS HAD MADE SIMILAR PRESENTATIONS IN 
OTHER ALLIED CAPITALS. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION 
ON SOVIET COMMENTS REGARDING BREZHNEV'S SPEECH THAT WOULD 
BE APPROPRIATE FOR SHARING WITH POLADS. BENNETT 
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